
The Casa has constantly 
renewed herself over the past 70 
years. When I pulled its General 
Manager job posting (Catholic 
Sun) out of the kitchen trash in 
our California home in 1998—
and that evening wrote my first 
resume in 14 years— little did 

I know the transformation and growth I would 
experience through the friars, staff, volunteers, 
and ultimately our community. The journey from 
big-box retail management to understanding and 
participating in a very unique but powerful way 
of servant leadership has been and continues to be 
fulfilling. 

The experiment of co-leading the Casa with 
Fr. Joe has paid off appropriate dividends as 
the indoctrination of Franciscan principles and 
behaviors began to take hold. Demonstrating daily 
attributes of Franciscan leadership has cultivated a 
staff who are remarkably engaged and inspired by 
our Mission. This core group of very special people 
linked with many hundreds of passionate and 
talented volunteers manifests the truest essence of 
Christ in action.

As we elevate our Vision beyond today, I see 
a prospering, growing church community that 
welcomes the seekers and families looking for 
an authentic spiritual Catholic home. Our many 
ministries that serve others with exceptional 
value and presence allow us to be one of the most 
dynamic Catholic retreat centers in the country. 
The outreach to those on the margins seeking a 
hand up is significant at the Casa in our counseling, 
therapy, support groups, spiritual direction, and 
Faith in Action ministries. We remain rooted in the 
past, while living in the present and keeping an eye 
on the future. We pray as if all depends on God; we 
work as if all depends on us. 

Charlie Brown, Executive Director   

Provincial Board of Trustees Appoints
New Executive Director 

After 24 years of leadership as Executive 
Director of the Franciscan Renewal Center (FRC), 
Fr. Joseph Schwab, OFM stepped down from his 
role on April 30, 2021, at his own request. He will 
leave for an extended sabbatical on July 1, 2021, to 
include time for rest, retreat, study, pilgrimage, and 
discernment of future ministry work. 

The Provincial Board of Trustees, acting upon the 
unanimous recommendation of the FRC Board of 
Directors, have appointed Charles (Charlie) Brown 
as Executive Director. His appointment reflects 
the Province of Saint Barbara’s commitment to lay 
collaboration and partnership. Currently, six of the 
Province’s nine sponsored ministries are led by lay 
Executive Directors. Charlie will be the fourth lay 
director in the FRC’s 70-year history and has more 
than 22 years of experience working in a cooperative 
leadership model with Fr. Joe. Together, they have 
been effective in directing the FRC, including the 
RENEWING LIVES Capital Campaign. Charlie has 
managed the Casa’s human, financial, and capital 
resources very successfully while gaining the trust, 
support, and confidence of other non-profit leaders 
throughout Maricopa County during his entire 
tenure as General Manager.

Charlie is a staff member of Franciscan 
Pilgrimage Programs and visited Assisi six times, 
several times as a co-leader.  Grounded in the 
charism of the Order, Charlie has co-led four 5-year 
strategic plans and served as chair of the Province 
Retreat Council for 16 years.  He is an ex officio 
member of the FRC Board, 22 years, serving on the 
variety of committees related to the governance of 
the FRC. Charlie has been involved at every level of 
FRC operations and ministry.      

Charlie will work closely with Our Lady of 
the Angels Church Rector Fr. Daniel Barica, OFM 
and the friars, our Board of Directors, staff, and 
volunteers in guiding the FRC’s future.

Peace. Renewal. Good.
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