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I wonder how the story unfolded afterward? Who 
knows how he or any of us might be closed off to 
the fullness of life that God desires for everyone.

When we settle for the status quo, no matter how 
accustomed we are to present-day life or even how 
good it is, we can miss the opportunities offered on 
the other side of doors yet unopened. The enemy 
of progress is: We have always done it this way! 
Or, as indicated in the letter of James, we can limit 
possibilities for positive change by focusing our 
attention on those that look good to us, ignoring the 
opportunities that come in disguise. Jesus assures 
us that we can always find him in the hungry and 
thirsty on the streets, or in prisons or hospitals, or 
wherever marginalized folks might be. Why do we 
continue to avoid these gold mines and seek life, 
seek Christ elsewhere? It was a problem in early 
Christian communities, and it is still a problem 
today.

As we try to navigate our lives in highly contentious 
and uncertain times, we need to hear Christ’s 
invitation to be opened!  How has the pandemic 
allowed us to build walls and doors that separate 
us from one another and from God? What are the 
words and actions that open doors to relationship 
and build bridges across boundaries? Jesus desires 
that we be “opened” to the fullness of the divine 
life that God desires for each of us and for us as 
a community, that we truly hear one another and 
speak words of mercy, peace, and communion. 
Where might God desire for you to be opened? 

Together with you as we align ourselves with 
Christ,

Fr. Daniel F. Barica, OFM
Rector, Our Lady of the Angels Church

Dear OLA members and Casa 
friends,
 
“Open up in there!” I can 
still hear the sound of one of 
my parents banging on the 
bedroom door when they 
thought one of us was taking 

too long to get ready for Mass or avoiding 
household chores, homework, or maybe just 
evading parental control. In such circumstances, 
I welcomed having a door to hide away from 
my parents, even if it was only for a moment. 
 
Doors can certainly give us privacy and protect 
us from danger, but doors can also wall us off 
from life. Symbolically, we can create doors to 
isolate ourselves in negative ways, shutting out 
whatever we don’t want inside, even if it means 
keeping out what might be good for us, like 
healthy intimacy/community with God and 
others, healing, light, and truth. Sometimes 
we don’t create such barriers, but we are born 
with them or they come through unfortunate 
circumstances. In any case, it can often take 
incredible, superhuman forces to access new 
life on the other side. 

It was just one simple word from the mouth of 
Jesus that opened the door to normal human 
communication for a deaf man with a speech 
impediment. As in several other cases in the 
Scriptures, healing comes through the faith of 
others who bring someone in need to Jesus, 
trusting in his life-giving power. We also might 
assume that other closed doors were opened 
for him because Jesus’ miracles offer so much 
more than physical healing. All it takes is one 
word, “Ephphatha,” which means, “Be opened!” 
Typical for Mark’s Gospel, the healing takes 
place, “immediately,” and he is speaking plainly. 
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PUBLIC MASS TIMES

Sunday Mass  Saturday    4:00 pm

 Sunday             7:30 am; 9:15 am; 11:00 am

Daily Mass Tuesday – Friday  8:00 am

Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 7:30 am, and Daily Mass also 
available on YouTube.com/theCasaFRC

Communion Sunday    12:00 - 12:30 pm

Taizé Prayer Wednesdays    7:00 pm

Reconciliation Saturday   2:00 - 3:00 pm

Guest Services  Sunday  9:15 am - 12:30 pm
                                     Monday - Friday              8:45 am - 12:00 pm  
 Saturday     Closed

Bookstore Sunday   8:00 am - 1:00 pm
 Monday & Tuesday                        Closed
                                  Wednesday - Friday      10:00 am - 2:00 pm
 Saturday 11:00 am - 5:30 pm

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/TheCasaFRC

Subscribe to YouTube
youtube.com/TheCasaFRC

Like us on Instagram
instagram.com/TheCasaFRC

Desk

Readings and Mass Intentions 
September 5 - 12, 2021

Sunday: Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 
7:31-37
Dana George (Vigil Mass)
Pro Populo 
John & Harriet Kowalski
Frank Kirchner

Monday: Col 1:24 — 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-
11 
No Daily Mass

Tuesday: Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-11; Lk 
6:12-19
Bob Jacobsen

Wednesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 
13:6Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]
Therese Negrete

Thursday: Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 6:27-38
Claude & Darol Czekaj

Friday: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 
11; Lk 6:39-42
Judy & George Bruzza

Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-7; Lk 6:43-49
No Daily Mass

Sunday: Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18; 
Mk 8:27-35
Raul Guerrero (Vigil Mass)
Pro Populo 
Nellie Williams
Alice Sinks

mailto:dbarica%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:vnguyen%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:fatherpage%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:deaconherve%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:casa%40thecasa.org?subject=
http://thecasa.org
http://thecasa.org
https://www.youtube.com/TheCasaFRC
http://facebook.com/thecasafrc
http://youtube.com/thecasafrc
http://instagram.com/thecasafrc
http://facebook.com/thecasafrc
http://facebook.com/TheCasaFRC
http://youtube.com/thecasafrc
http://youtube.com/TheCasaFRC
http://instagram.com/thecasafrc
http://instagram.com/TheCasaFRC
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LITURGY CONNECTION

Director of Liturgy & Music  Norbert Zwickl  norbert@thecasa.org  480.355.0346
Assistant Director of Liturgy & Music  Richard Guerra  richard@thecasa.org 480.355.0347
Executive Assistant to the Liturgy Office Rosa Rodriguez-Saiz  rosa@thecasa.org  480.355.5642

Special Collection this weekend for 
The Catholic University of America 

This weekend, we participate in the national 
collection for The Catholic University of 
America, which is the national university of the 
Catholic Church in the United States, located 
in Washington, D.C.   This collection directly 
underwrites scholarships to assist financially 
deserving students in completing their education 
at CUA in over 50 disciplines. Founded in 1887, 
CUA offers students an excellent education in a 
faith-filled atmosphere that is grounded in the 
Catholic intellectual tradition.

For information and to donate online, visit 
https://engage.catholic.edu/giving/fund-
catholic-university

If you use our collection envelope program, there 
is an envelope for this in your packet. Please drop 
this envelope, along with your gift to the Casa, at 
the collection boxes in the church. 

Prayer for Labor Day

Loving Father, on this weekend when we rest from 
our usual labors, we pray for all who shoulder the 

tasks of human labor — in the marketplace, in 
factories and offices, in the professions, 

and in family living. 

We thank you, Lord, for the gift and opportunity 
of work; may our efforts always be pure of heart, 
for the good of others and the glory of your name. 

We lift up to you all who long for just employment 
and those who work to defend the rights and 

needs of workers everywhere. 

May those of us who are now retired 
always remember that we still make a valuable 

contribution to our Church and our world 
by our prayers and deeds of charity. 

May our working and our resting all give praise 
to you until the day we share together in eternal 

rest in your Kingdom as you live and reign Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  

Amen.

Hunger Action Month 
Pray the Rosary 
Tuesday, September 14,  6 -7 pm
In the San Damiano Auditorium

You are invited to join the Casa Rosary 
Prayer Group and the Hunger Action 
Ministry in prayer as we begin observation 
of Hunger Action month.  As we pray the 
Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary together, 

our intentions will be for those who are hungry or food 
insecure in our world today, no matter the circumstance.  

The Casa Rosary Prayer Group has been gathering at 
the Casa since 2009. The first half of each prayer is read 
aloud, and participants respond with the second part.  If 
you are not familiar with the repetitive Rosary prayers, 
feel free to close your eyes and let the words sit in your 
soul as you contemplate the mysteries.  A Rosary prayer 
aid will be available.  For a basic Rosary guide: here.  In-
person/on campus, covid protocol: please wear a mask. 

http://thecasa.org
mailto:norbert%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:richard%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:rosa%40thecasa.org?subject=
https://engage.catholic.edu/giving/fund-catholic-university
https://engage.catholic.edu/giving/fund-catholic-university
https://www.usccb.org/how-to-pray-the-rosary
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For Sacrament Preparation, contact Patty Tafolla at dcm@thecasa.org; 
for Family Catechesis & Infant Baptism, contact Donna Kinzie at donna@thecasa.org

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION

Prayer can be hard if you 
can’t find a way to pray that 
fits with you. So why not try 
to pray with your personality, 
rather than against it?

Registration for Family Faith Formation

Check out this quiz from epicpew.com to discover 
what type of prayer is best suited to your personality!

TAKE THE QUIZ

REGISTER NOW!

Registration will be ongoing through the month of 
August.  Please take a moment to click the button 
above and register your family for the 2021/2022 
program year.

In-Person Registration Event & Open HouseIn-Person Registration Event & Open House
After All MassesAfter All Masses

~  September 4th & 5th  ~~  September 4th & 5th  ~
In the Community Life Center!In the Community Life Center!

Nine Tips for a Successful Family Prayer Time

Welcome Back!
Hey parents, families, and friends! Stop by the Family 
Faith Formation Open House this weekend after every 
mass. Follow the arrows and balloons to the Communi-
ty Life Center. If you haven’t registered your family, you 
can do so at the open house. 
If you have registered, you can stop by to say hello. We 
will also be taking tuition payments this weekend and at 
the first Family Catechesis session.
Come and see! Find out more about all our programs! 
Volunteers and helpers for our once-a-month programs 
are also needed!  Looking forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!
- Patty, Donna, and Cheryl

Set aside a regular time to pray together as a family - or, 
if your schedules don’t allow for the whole family to pray 
together, aim to pray together one-on-one or in small groups.
Tips for Getting Started
• Find a regular time to pray, and make it a habit.  You 

can help the process along by hooking family prayer to 
another family habit. 

• Start Small.  Until family prayer time is a habit, you may 
need to start small. If you can’t do a five-minute prayer 
service, start with sixty seconds, or even a ten-second 
blessing on the way out the door in the morning.

• Find a style of prayer that fits your family’s  personality.  
Check out the quiz below to help you get started with 
this.

• Let kids lead.  Giving kids choices, input, and 
leadership opportunities is a great way to get 
them engaged, and also prepares them to pray 
on their own initiative.

Tips for Dealing with Prayer – Time Craziness
• Pray now, discipline later.  Unless kids are in 

danger of getting hurt or destroying property, 
ignore their behavior and focus on your own 
prayer (you’ll need the extra grace anyway).

• Start out small.  Begin by making family prayer 
time just as long as you can tolerate your kids’ 
behavior.

• Stick with it to establish new expectations.  As 
prayer becomes a habit and regular expectation, 
and as you find prayer practices that best fit 
your family, you will begin seeing the fruits of 
your efforts.

• Explain why you’re praying.  
• Be patient.  

Adapted from TeachingCatholicKids.com Article by Jerry Windley-Daoust

https://www.thecasa.org/
https://epicpew.com/quiz-type-prayer-best/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=bXOvp5fB_UmTO2vlU2VS09N9249E7kxPj_-qyQaNXKRURDBaRFlHM1ZJVlJETkM1WE9aVkxDVjQ0SS4u&web=1&wdLOR=cAED65164-B83F-F042-8051-2FC988D8E832
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YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

For Youth and Young Adult, contact Cheryl Hentz at chentz@thecasa.org

Sign Up for 
OLA YA Kick-Off

Don’t forget to register for 
Youth Ministry!

YOUTH MINISTRY
Upcoming Dates for Youth Ministry
Meetings Begin in the Youth Room
• Friends of Francis: Sun. Sept. 12 10:30 to Noon 
• Edge: Sun. Sept. 12 10:30 to Noon
• Life Teen: Sun. Sept. 19 10:30 to Noon

Help us stock our Youth Room 
Take One - Leave One Library

OLA community
• Stop by the Books and Blessings Bookstore
• Purchase a Catholic youth book to donate to 

our Youth Room library
• The bookstore will set it aside to deliver to us! 

Thank you for your support!

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Faith formation for young adults in every stage of life 
from ages 18 to 39. 
Upcoming Dates for Young Adult Ministry
• Core Collaboration: A faith sharing group Thurs, 

Sept. 9 Online 7:00 pm
• OLA YA Kick – off Fri. Sept. 10 6:00 pm
• Core Collaboration Sat. Sept. 18 In Person 5:15 

pm
• OLA YA Questions of Faith Sun. Sept. 26 10:30 

to Noon in Youth Room 
**Sign up for latest OLA YA news and updates**

OLA YA Young Adult Ministry Kick-Off
BBQ and Swim - ages 18 to 39
Friday, September 10 from 6 to 8 pm
At the FRC pool!  

Please RSVP and feel free to 
bring friends along! 

Sign Up for 
OLA YA Kick-Off

Partner with parents and enhance family ministry.
One of the greatest struggles in youth and young adult ministry has been the disconnect 
between what we do at church to form young people and living the faith within the realities 
of family life. The challenges that parents and families face are vast, and with the pandemic 
we have become more aware of the importance of the domestic church. Ministers and parents 
both realize the way we have been doing faith formation isn’t working anymore, and we need 
to work together. Here are a few things we can consider:

• Ministries with youth and young adults and ministries for married couples and families must become 
more symbiotic and relational. 

• We should include programs for young families, and education for parents on sharing faith, as well as 
intentionally developing ways for families to become more integrated into parish life and feel supported by 
the whole community. 

• Discernment and formation of the vocational pathway of married or single life can aid young dating, 
engaged, and married couples, as well as young parents, as they begin their families. 

Peace ~ Cheryl 

https://www.thecasa.org/
mailto:chentz%40thecasa.org?subject=Youth%20and%20Young%20Adult%20Ministry
https://ourladyoftheangels.flocknote.com/signup/64177
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bXOvp5fB_UmTO2vlU2VS09N9249E7kxPj_-qyQaNXKRURDBaRFlHM1ZJVlJETkM1WE9aVkxDVjQ0SS4u
https://ourladyoftheangels.flocknote.com/YoungAdultMinist


One of the greatest football coaches of all time, Vince Lombardi, once said, “Winning 
isn’t everything; it’s the only thing.” While some may agree with that statement, I believe 
regarding overall life experiences, he was wrong. Because we are made in the image of 
God, we’re created to have loving relationships with others. It’s why we enjoy being with 
family on the weekend. It’s why we long for a friend, someone who cares, to fill that hole in 
our soul. The attitude “winning is everything" obviously does not bode well in our efforts 
to build relationships.
 
Please understand that I’m not saying competition in and of itself is bad or wrong. 

Competition isn’t the problem, it’s when we believe winning will make our lives meaningful and give our 
lives purpose. We, unfortunately, at times, may come to the false conclusion, “If I win, I am the best, my life 
counts, I’m better than you.”

If we are honest with ourselves, unhealthy competition permeates in many of our relationships. It reminds 
me of the story of a guy trying to find the right girl to marry. He finally found one, brought her home, but 
his mom didn’t like her. So he found another one. Mom didn’t like her either. Finally, he went out and found 
one exactly like his mom in every way… his Dad didn’t like her. Competition can clearly complicate and ruin 
relationships.

By no means do I believe we shouldn’t do our best and work hard to achieve our goals, but we shouldn’t come 
to the conclusion that success satisfies and gives meaning to our lives. I have found that selfishly chasing 
goals at the expense of others ultimately leaves us with a sense of emptiness. There is truth to the saying that 
the top of the mountain is a very lonely place.

Michael Stephan, Director of Development

Page 7  •  RENEWAL •  thecasa .org

VISION CORNER

Director of Development Michael Stephan mstephan@thecasa.org 480.306.4589
Development Manager Sue Force  sue@thecasa.org  480.355.5631

                DISCOVER THE VISION ON ZOOM

You’re Invited to Discover the Vision
An introduction to the Casa’s mission and ministries

Thursdays 
September 16         4:30 pm             Virtual 
October 7               11:00 am           On Campus
October 21             4:30 pm             Virtual
November 4           11:00 am           On Campus

RSVPs are required for both in-person and virtual:
online: thecasa.org/discover-the-vision
phone: 480.355.5631
email:  rsvp@thecasa.org

https://thecasa.org/
mailto:mstephan%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:sue%40thecasa.org?subject=
http://thecasa.org/discover-the-vision
mailto:rsvp%40thecasa.org?subject=
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FAITH IN ACTION MINISTRIES

For more information about Faith in Action Ministries, contact Patti Sills-Trausch at  480.355.0348 or
socialconcerns@thecasa.org, or Laura Libertore at laura@thecasa.org or 480.355.5645.

Last chance: deadline to sign up is Fri. Sept 10 
Service Opportunity at St. Vincent de Paul

Sat. Sept. 25, 7:30-11:30 am 
Hunger Action Month:  Join other members of the Our 
Lady of the Angels community at St. Vincent de Paul 
(SVdP).  The in-person volunteer service event will take 
place at the SVdP Watkins Campus Food Bank and at 
the nearby Urban Farm (community garden) from 7:30 
11:30 am on Saturday, September 25.  Children six and up 
can volunteer with their parents.  Click here to register.  
Spaces are available for 30 volunteers. 

Click here  for the downloadable two - paged PDF for 
details on the service project and additional Hunger 
Action Month activities.

Apache Fair Trade Crafting Ministry

Become an Apache Craft Seller.  The ministry 
will start selling in person in October.  Presently, 
they sell during the week when large groups  are 
using the campus.  They  also sell after mass.  More 
sellers are needed.  Each new seller will get an 
orientation as well as time to shadow experienced 
sellers to learn the process.  The next orientaion 
session is set for Thursday, September  9, 2021.  
Send an email to AFTCO@thecasa.org to indicate your 
interest. 

Just Scripture 
How does God speak to you through Scripture? 
Saturday, September 11, 10:00 – 11:30 am

Discussed from a perspective of Franciscan 
values, including compassion and justice,  Just 
Scripture occurs  on  Zoom on the second Saturday 
of each month from 10-11:30 am. All are welcome 
to participate. To register, please follow this link. 
The session is free.

Just Scripture will be held on Patriot’s Day or 
the 20th Memorial Anniversary of the tragedy 
we know as 9-11. In the days leading up to that 
somber remembrance, please take a moment each 
day to say a prayer for all those who lived through 
and died on that day, and include a prayer for our 
country and our world today as we find our way 
through all sicknesses of body, mind and spirit.

Casa Habitat Ministry Attend the Dedication of 
the Ahmed-Selman Family Home:  Sept. 
18, 10 am    Request information to attend from: 
thecasahabitat@gmail.com 

 Whether or not you can attend, please keep them in prayer:  “Bless 
this house and make  it a home: all who enter its 
doors and sleep under its roof. May it be a place of 
refuge, serenity, fellowship and community, where 
laughter prevails and hope endures. This house is 
more than the new structure that stands today; it is 
a community united in purpose; and an expression 
of faith alive.”

Café Justo Drive-Thru Coffee Sale

Saturday Morning ONLY 
September 18,  8-11:00 am

End of Summer Sale
Delicious, fair-trade, organic, 
shade-grown, coffee that 
supports a grower’s cooperative 
in Mexico. The cost of the coffee 
is $10 per one-pound bag. 
Please bring cash (exact change) 
or a personal check made out 
to the Franciscan Renewal 
Center. No credit or debit cards.  
Pandemic protocols.  Location: FRC lane leading to 
main entrance. 

Flyer with ALL details here. 

Our Coffee Changes Lives!

https://www.thecasa.org/
mailto:socialconcerns%40thecasa.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4aa8af29abf49-september
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PkHzhdI8Xrmhv7AP1pskB5RqViKx5S-i/view
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAscOqsrz8uE9KE7NylmahnStiVtDaygGFB
mailto:thecasahabitat%40gmail.com?subject=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i228886iuddKj55FFoufTBM2GJi0qYNr/view
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Education, Retreats, And Events — Pre-registration required. 

The Legacy Workshop: Your Story, Your Legacy (On Campus) 
Saturday, September 11 | 9 am – 12:30 pm
with Mary Dunn
If you are looking for a deeper understanding of the meaning and purpose of your life, 
this is a wonderful opportunity for self-discovery and soulful conversation with like-                     
hearted others – please join us! Fees: $50. Details and registration.

Boundless Compassion for Self and Others Retreat (On Campus) 
Friday - Sunday, September 10 –12  
with Ruth Baker, MA, and Colleen Shepard
A retreat based on the work of Sr. Joyce Rupp. Prayer, teachings, videos, and music 
are used to help you learn in the way that best reaches you. Fee including meals: $135 
commuter; $250 single room.  For details and registration, visit thecasa.learnitlive.com     

T'ai Chi and Qigong (On Campus or Online)   
On Campus Only: Mondays September 13, 20, 27, October 4, 11
Online Only: Wednesdays September 22, 29, October 6, 13, 20, 27
with Jake Zinn
Based in Chinese martial arts, these exercise systems engage the body and mind in slow, 
fluid movement and relaxed, full breathing. Fee for five on campus sessions: $60. Fee for 

six on campus sessions: $70. Details and registration.

Reboot, Reimagine, Recreate (On Campus)   
Friday, September 17 - Sunday, September 19 
with Pam Bork (this retreat was formerly titled Spiritual Spa Weekend)
Let's find our way to our new post-pandemic selves. Instead of going back to normal, put 
yourself in a place to make conscious choices about what to do next. Fee: $125,   
includes single room and meals. Details and registration.

Food for Thought: Hunger Action Month Course on Hunger and Food 
Insecurity (Online)
Mondays, September 20 – October 11  | 6:30 – 8:30 pm
These four classes grapple with the causes of hunger and food insecurity and offer new 
insights and awareness on what individuals can do to help reduce or eliminate hunger. 
Fee: $25 per person for four online sessions. Details and registration.

Healing of Memories Workshop for All Veterans (On Campus) 
Friday, October 15 -17| 9 am – 12 pm 
with Graciela Marroquin and Paul Feuerstein
It provides a safe place for participants to explore personal histories and gain insight and empathy 
for themselves and others.  Fee: Free. Before registering  please contact Mike Wold at 
651.687.9767 Details and registration.

http://thecasa.org
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/Class/The-Legacy-Workshop%3A-Your-Story%2C-Your-Legacy-%28ON-CAMPUS%29/18679
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/Class/T-ai-Chi-and-Qigong-%28ON-CAMPUS%29/18734
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/Class/Reboot%2C-Reimagine%2C-Recreate-%28ON-CAMPUS%2C-Single-Room-with-Meals%29/18775
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/Class/Food-for-Thought%3A-Hunger-Action-Month-Course-on-Hunger-and-Food-Insecurity-%28ONLINE%29/18325
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/Class/Healing-of-Memories-Workshop-for-All-Veterans-%28ON-CAMPUS%29/18808
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EDUCATION, RETREATS, AND EVENTS — Pre-registration required. 

For more information or to register for any of our programs, please visit https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/ or 
email lora@thecasa.org

Franciscan Spirituality Retreat (On Campus) 
Friday - Sunday, October 22 - 24
with Sr. Margaret Carney
A retreat focused on Francis of Assisi and Francis of Rome: A New Time 
for Our Lives. Fee, incl. meals: $135 commuter;  $250 single room.  For 

details and registration, visit thecasa.learnitlive.com     

Learning to Play the Native American Flute (On Campus)  
Saturday, November 13 | 9 am – 12 pm
with Sherry Vames and Bette Acker
This beautiful instrument is very player-friendly, and the ability to read music is not 
required. You will take home all the skills necessary to continue on a flute journey of 
your own. Fee: $30. Details and registration.

Grief and Loss Retreat (On Campus)  
Friday - Sunday, December 3 - 5
with Tim Ringgold
In this supportive setting, gain new insights into the grief process and discover ways to 
heal. Fee, incl. meals: $135 commuter; $250 single room.  For details and registration, 
visit thecasa.learnitlive.com     

A Brush with God (On Campus)  
Thursday - Sunday, December 9 –12  
with Peter Pearson, M Div, Iconographer
Create an icon using the very old and unique Coptic style. No previous experience or 
inborn talent is required. Fee including meals and materials: $350 commuter; $575 
single room.  For details and registration, visit thecasa.learnitlive.com     

Terra Amata: Toward an Ecological Conversion                
(ONLINE with Opening Session ON CAMPUS) 
On Campus Saturday, October 23 | 9 am – 3 pm 
Online Mondays: Oct. 25, Nov. 8,15,29, Dec. 6, 13| 6:15 pm – 8:30 pm
with Casa staff and volunteers of the Faith in Action Ministry
Through books, articles, videos and participant discussions, this 8-session course offers a lively 

and challenging exploration of the Catholic social teachings on Care for Creation and Rights and Responsibilities. 
Fee: $120. Details and registration.

Men's Retreat: Spiritual Hydration and the Gift of Enough (On Campus)  
Friday - Sunday, December 10 - 12       
with Terry Hershey and Deacon Phil Locascio
Let us embrace epiphanies, appreciate a willingness to be surprised, and relish the 
sacred in the ordinary. Fee, incl. meals: $135 commuter; $250 single room. For details 
and registration, visit thecasa.learnitlive.com     

https://www.thecasa.org/
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/ 
mailto:lora%40thecasa.org?subject=
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/Class/Learning-to-Play-the-Native-American-Flute-Workshop-%28ON-CAMPUS%2C-additional-fee-for-materials%29/18711
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/Class/Terra-Amata%3A-Toward-an-Ecological-Conversion-%28ONLINE-with-Opening-Session-ON-CAMPUS%29/18809
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
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EDUCATION, RETREATS, AND EVENTS — Pre-registration required. 

For more information or to register for any of our programs, please visit https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/ 
or email lora@thecasa.org

New Year's Eve Retreat: Strength for the Journey (On Campus)  
Friday - Sunday, December 30 - January 1
with Fr. Rusty Shaughnessy, OFM and Norbert Zwickl
Endings are new beginnings—we will ask for healing and closure for 2021 and 
invoke God's blessings upon us for 2022. Fee, incl. meals: $135 commuter;  $250 
single room.  For details and registration, visit thecasa.learnitlive.com     

Emmaus Ministry for Grieving Parents Retreat (On Campus) 
Friday - Sunday, December 10 - 12
with Marianne Gouveia and Greg Eckerman
We gather in a sacred, compassionate space with others who know our pain. 
Through the rich teachings of our faith, we'll focus on the promise of eternal life.  
Fee, incl. meals: $135 commuter; $250 single room.  For details and registration, 
visit thecasa.learnitlive.com

Retirement and Conscious Aging (On Campus)  
Friday - Sunday, March 4 - 6, 2022
with Jim Briggs
Move from “doing” to “being.” Discover new ways to bring joy to yourself and others 
and give continued meaning and purpose to your life. Fee, incl. meals: $135 commuter; 
$250 single room.  For details and registration, visit thecasa.learnitlive.com

Coming in 2022

St. Bonaventure's Journey Into God Retreat (On Campus) 
Wednesday - Thursday, October 27 -  November 4 2022
with Fr. André Cirino, OFM and Josef Raischl, OFS 
Based on St. Bonaventure's masterpiece, "Itinerarium Mentis in Deum"— his 
Journey Into God—this 8-day retreat provides context for reflection on the work of 
St. Bonaventure.Each day is dedicated to one of the chapters of "The Journey." Fee, 
incl. meals: $700 commuter; $850 double room; $1,100 single room. For details and 
registration, visit thecasa.learnitlive.com

https://www.thecasa.org/
https://thecasa.learnitlive.com/ 
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com
http://thecasa.learnitlive.com


THERAPY, SUPPORT, AND COUNSELING
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Ryan M. Sheade, LCSW, Director of Therapy, Support, and Counseling Ministry counseling@thecasa.org

Grief and Loss Support Group
Second Wednesday of each month 5:30 – 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Joyce Brimhall, LMSW

Parents of Children with Autism
First Thursday of each month 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Facilitator: Greg Moody, LAC

Support Groups at the Casa 
Our monthly support groups are facilitated by volunteer licensed therapists, who also happen to have personal 
experience with the topic of the group. Appointments are not required, however schedules may change 
(especially during holiday periods), so please call 480.948.7460 or email counseling@thecasa.org to confirm 
times and dates. Face masks and social distancing are required.

Depression Support Group
Second Tuesday of each month 6:00 – 7:30 pmSecond Tuesday of each month 6:00 – 7:30 pm
Facilitator: Ryan M. Sheade, LCSW

Anxiety Support Group
This group is currently on hold
Fourth Tuesday of each month 6:00 – 7:30 pmFourth Tuesday of each month 6:00 – 7:30 pm
Facilitator: Ryan M. Sheade, LCSW

Navigating the Immigration Process
First Wednesday of each month 5:30 – 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Ginka Conrey, LMSW

One-on-One Therapy for 18+ at the Casa 
One-on-One Therapy for 18+ is available by appointment, with safety protocols in place. Online sessions
are also available, per the preference of the client and therapist. Our therapists volunteer their time to help
individuals, families, or couples cope with life’s challenges — such as relationship issues, stress, depression/
anxiety and personal growth. Because our therapists volunteer their time, a donation is suggested for each 
oneon-one session, though no one is turned away due to lack of funds or insurance. Email counseling@
thecasa.org to make an appointment. If you are or a loved one experience an immediate crisis, please call 911 
or the Maricopa County Crisis Line at 602.222.9444

Refugee Assistance Opportunities

Here are several ways you can assist Arizona organizations helping to resettle displaced Afghans, many of 
whom were at risk of being killed if they remained in Afghanistan. Download the document here.

http://thecasa.org
mailto:counseling%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:counseling%40thecasa.org?subject=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10_FtK7YNOBR7-g12tSy4wYVVAlz-Rcto/view


About the Franciscan Renewal Center
In 1951, the Casa de Paz y Bien began as a Catholic retreat center in Scottsdale. Now, as the Franciscan Renewal 
Center (still affectionately called the Casa) we offer opportunities for spiritual growth, healing and transformation 
that moves lives into the service of others. The Casa was founded by and is today an active religious community 
of the Order of Friars Minor, part of the worldwide Franciscan family, following the footsteps of Saints Francis 
and Clare of Assisi. The Casa is a wholly owned entity of the Franciscan Friars Province of Saint Barbara, based in 
Oakland, California, that works cooperatively with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix. Activities at the Casa 
include Masses most weekdays and weekends at our Lady of the Angels church, private retreats, conference space 
for non-profit groups, individual therapy/counseling, support groups, adult education, family faith formation, as 
well as volunteer ministries that assist the poor or vulnerable, empower individuals to improve their circumstances, 
care for the environment, and build community fellowship. Discover more at TheCasa.org or call 480.948.7460. 
Sign up for a Discover the Vision tour to learn more about the Casa's mission and ministries.

To receive RENEWAL Weekly Bulletin and other Casa news by email, please sign up here.

Casa Men in Spirit. This faith sharing group of Christian men meets every other Saturday via Zoom for 
discussion, study, lectures and guidance. We are currently studying/discussing Fr. Ronald Rolheiser’s Against 
an Infinite Horizon, The Finger of God in Our Everyday Lives. Contact Al Sapia-Bosch 602.748.6149, Chuck 
Jirauch 480.290.9687. MenInSpirit@thecasa.org

For Prayer Requests: Casa Prayer Partners petition prayers and prays for our human family. Send 
requests to: CasaPrayerPartners@thecasa.org.

The Order of Secular Franciscans (OFS) Peace Fraternity meets on Zoom on the second Sunday of the 
month. This canonical Order of the Catholic Church is open to lay Catholics. Contact: Pat Kennedy, OFS, at 
602.284.9343

Interfaith Healing Prayers meets every Friday following 8 am Mass in the back of the church. For 
questions please contact Terri at healingprayer@thecasa.org. All are welcome to participate.

Casa Rosary Group meets every Tuesday at 6 pm in San Damiano Auditorium for Rosary Prayer.  All are 
welcome to participate. You can email prayer intentions to James Peck at jgpeck@gmail.com, and he will make 
sure they get offered up with the Rosary. You can also join by Zoom with Meeting ID. 622 903 5992/Passcode 
537381
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FAITH SHARING

An Invitation to Spiritual Growth 
We endure the isolation, manage small and large losses. The times we live in can leave us 
uncertain and asking where God might be in these challenges. Here at the Casa we offer the 
support of our Spiritual Direction Ministry. Spiritual direction offers one-on-one listening 
and support for finding God in our lives and deepening that relationship. Spiritual direction 
or companionship is not counseling, it is holy listening and discernment of God’s voice in 
our lives. We have nineteen spiritual directors, most available via phone or Zoom. Simply 
contact Cathy Olds, Coordinator of Spiritual Direction Ministry, at spiritualdirection@

thecasa.org to set up an appointment with one of our directors. You can learn more about spiritual direction 
at www.thecasa.org/spiritual-direction.  During these times of grief, this Casa ministry would like to offer 
one free session to anyone in the Casa community. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Centering Prayer meets Wednesdays, 8:45 am in the Meditation Chapel. All are welcome.

http://thecasa.org/
https://www.thecasa.org/discover-the-vision
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001-jPUaCOg2sA3fenaME6NvAAHr--nVLX65evQtlBvJcjmBIY4O0kesdIAqxgecJNfB1Ob5p9vsMzGBooB0qPs5z7gANYUzI-2
mailto:MenInSpirit%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:CasaPrayerPartners%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:healingprayer%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:%20jgpeck%40gmail.com?subject=
http://thecasa.org
mailto:spiritualdirection%40thecasa.org?subject=
mailto:spiritualdirection%40thecasa.org?subject=
http://www.thecasa.org/spiritual-direction


INVEST LOCALLY
Targeting local business makes good “Cents”–
Get your name out there by advertising in local
parish bulletins. Contact us today for your next
advertising move and we will work with you for

your next “AD THAT WORKS!”
Check us out at www.jspaluch.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

523370 Franciscan Renewal Center (B)

Call Claudia Borders
800.231.0805

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: bordersc@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                        For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Your
ad
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space!

Richard J. Getzen, CFP®, CLU, CHFC

• Investment Advisory

• Fixed & Alternative Investments

• Taxes, Wills and Trusts

WEALTH MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Office  (480) 998-8150
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNERTM and federally registered CFP (with flame logo), which it awards to individuals
who successfully complete initial and ongoing certification requirements

GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specializing in

Mercedes Benz & BMW Autos
Complete Service

KENNY HASANOFF (Owner)
(480) 970-6776

2608 N. Scottsdale Rd.• Scottsdale, AZ 85257

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?



Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

523370 Franciscan Renewal Center (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                        For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

4402 East Camelback Rd.
602.840.1144

Advance funeral planning available
HANSEN DESERT HILLS MORTUARY

6500 E. BELL RD. - PHOENIX
999911--55880000

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.


